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Friday, 21 March 2025

Venue: Museum Lecture Hall, Ulster Museum, Belfast

09:30 - 09:55 REGISTRATION

10:00 Welcome & Overview
Helen Barber-James (NMNI) & Hugh Feeley (IFSA Chair)

Session 1a Freshwater ecosystem restoration and conservation - challenges and solutions
(talks = 12 minutes & questions = 3 minute) Session chair: Hugh Feeley (IFSA)

10:10 Matthew O’Hare (CBEC) - Where there’s a will, there’s a way.

10:25 Emily Rick (UCD/Teagasc) - Spatial approaches for restoring lateral processes in small
lowland stream corridors with competing land uses.

10:40 Peter Glanville (SLR Consulting Ire Ltd) - Hydromorphology: River channels and floodplains
the importance of physical processes and nature-based solutions in the restoration of our
river’s biodiversity.

10:55 Ellen Dolan (QUB) - Riverine barrier removals could proliferate biological invasions.

11:10-11:40 COFFEE BREAK (30 minutes)

Session 1b Freshwater ecosystem restoration and conservation - challenges and solutions
(talks = 12 minutes & questions = 3 minutes) Session chair: Elaine Mitchell (CEDaR)

11:40 Faith Wilson (EWRT) - Removing a barrier to fish migration - the installation of a rock ramp at
Ballinglen Bridge.

11:55 Barry Walls (TCD) - Ireland's freshwater pearl mussel catchments and the EU Nature
Restoration Law: The development of a damage index to evaluate historical wetland change.

12:10 Cilian Roden (ATU) - Is egg box weathered rock around Irish marl lakes, a sign of oligotrophy?
An underwater perspective.

12:25 Helen M. Barber-James (NMNI) - Conservation first — finding hotspots of freshwater
biodiversity for targeting conservation priorities.

12:40 - 13:30 LUNCH (50 minutes)

Session 2 Ongoing and Finished Projects (talks = 7 minutes & questions = 1 minute)

Session chair: Helen Barber-James (NMNI)

13:30 Patsy Ryan (LAWPRO) - Local catchment assessment in the upper River Finn, County Donegal.

13:38 Elaine Mitchell (CEDaR) - Recording Northern Ireland’s wildlife.

13:46 Alex Okolocha (NAU, N) - Emerging contaminants, Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl — PFAS
under changing climatic variability: Insights from a preliminary survey in Agulu Lake, Anambra
State, Nigeria.

13:54 Michaela Hogan (Aquamonitrix Ltd) - In-situ nitrite and nitrate monitoring: Using
Aquamonitrix® technology towards conservation of freshwater and estuarine ecosystems.

14:02 Chukwunonso Nnajide (UU) - Investigation of potential surrogate materials for sediment-
based monitoring of antimicrobial resistance in river systems.

14:10 Yanika Rhule (UCD) - Assessing the influence of forestry operations on deposited sediment
levels in Irish headwater streams.

14:18 Emma Drohan (IFl) - The RESTORE project - Detecting change and assessing the effectiveness
of measures to protect and restore high status objective river waterbodies.

14:26 Heather Lally (ATU) - Characterising acid oligotrophic lake habitat (3160) in Ireland.

14:35 —14:55 COFFEE BREAK (20 minutes)



https://maps.app.goo.gl/9hoK5ymHJmfmmVNx6

Session 2 Ongoing and Finished Projects (talks = 7 minutes & questions = 1 minute)
Session chair: Kate Moodey (CEDaR)

14:55 Aaron Gaffney (UCD) - Invasives know no bounds: A review of the Asian clam population in
the River Erne.

15:03 Martin Gammell (ATU) - New hydroecological macroinvertebrate indices for monitoring Irish
rivers.

15:11 Craig McCoubrey (QUB) - Tracing teeth to the wounds beneath...assessing pike strike injuries
on migrating silver eels.

15:19 Simon Harrison (UCC) - What is the best way to monitor an urban stream so as to detect
pollution inputs?

15:27 Niamh Heatly (QUB) - Head shape bimodality in European eel: consequential impact on fat
accumulation, gonadal development and spawning likelihood across the broadhead ecotype.

15:35 Pascal Sweeney (Sweeney Consultancy) - Nais communis in an unexpected microhabitat.

15:43 Nick Stewart (BSBI) - The changing aquatic flora in Northern Ireland

Session 3 New Science and Research (elevator pitches = 2 minutes, no questions)

Session chair: Niamh Carmichael (CEDaR)

15:51 Caoimhe Murray (UU)* - A monitoring approach to identify possible locations where waste
water is transferred into streams by using streambed sediment as a record of episodic
pollution.

15:54 Kelly Macken (UCD)* - How effective is the invasive quagga mussel at colonising the deep
lake habitats in Ireland?

15:57 Isac Brander (UCD)* - Studies on ecological resilience using a new experimental mesocosm
system.

16:00 Emily Rick (IFl) - National Barrier Mitigation Programme

16.03 Frances Lucy (ATU) - GUARDIAS project.

16:06 Hannah Mulcahy (NPWS) — Turlough ecologist

16:09 *Elevator Pitch student prize award - Hugh Feeley/Letizia Cocchiglia

16:10 OPEN DISCUSSION & Annual General Meeting of IFSA
Letizia Cocchiglia (IFSA Secretary) & Valerie McCarthy (IFSA Treasurer)

16:30 — 16:45 MEETING FINISH

ATU = Atlantic Technological University, BSBI = Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland, CEDaR = Centre for Environmental Data
and Recording, EWRT = East Wicklow Rivers Trust, IFl = Inland Fisheries Ireland, LAWPRO = Local Authority Waters Programme,
NAU, N = Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Nigeria, NMNI = National Museums Northern Ireland, NPWS = National Parks and Wildlife
Service, QUB = Queens University Belfast, TCD = Trinity College Dublin, UCC = University College Cork, UCD = University College

Dublin, UU = University of Ulster.

Travelling to the meeting:

Google Maps: Ulster Museum, Stranmillis Road, Botanic Gardens, Belfast, BT9 5AB, Northern Ireland.

e Car parking is available at Stranmills Embankment. Walk through Botanic Gardens to Museum.

o
e Train
o
o

Belfast BT9 5YR, https://maps.app.goo.gl/fri5BJgam7TdAgib9

Belfast Grand Central —> Ulster Museum is approx. 24-minute walk (1.6km)
Belfast Grand Central to Botanic Station —> Ulster Museum is approx. 12—15-minute walk (800m)

e Translink app provides useful information on Bus and Rail options.

Maps below



https://maps.app.goo.gl/Gs1nKXt5CBK2PWoX6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/frj5BJgqm7TdAgjb9

Car parking at Stranmills Embankment, Belfast BT9 5YR to Ulster Museum
https://maps.app.goo.gl/fri5BJgam7TdAgjb9

@ Sandhurst Court
-

——
-

By train, Botanic Station to Ulster Museum


https://maps.app.goo.gl/frj5BJgqm7TdAgjb9
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